Universal prenatal HIV screening: are we there yet?
The objectives of this study were to determine the prevalence of and factors associated with prenatal HIV screening and the availability of HIV test results in medical records in Pittsburgh, PA, USA. Three hundred postpartum women were surveyed about demographics and prenatal care provider(s) and practice setting and were asked to recall prenatal HIV screening and reasons for accepting or declining a HIV test. Medical records were reviewed for documentation of HIV results. Overall, 65% of women reported screening. White race, higher annual household income and fewer lifetime sexual partners were independently associated with decreased likelihood of prenatal HIV screening. Provider presentation of screening as standard practice and provider encouragement were associated with prenatal HIV screening. Only 38% of medical records contained HIV results at the time of labour. Universal and routine offering of prenatal HIV screening as standard practice, in conjunction with encouragement from health-care providers, may increase patient acceptability and the uptake of prenatal HIV screening.